November
2021
J
Calendar

Sunday, November 7

Church of the Foothills

November 2021

Sower

Church Staff & Leadership
Rev. John Forrest Douglas
Eleanor Wilson
Rev. John Martin
Elizabeth Helms
Karen MacConell
Craig Rhea
Marie Stauffer
Lena Martinez
Jim Harris
Johnny Martinez

Pastor
Moderator
Pastor Emeritus
Music Director
Accompanist
Church Administrator
Bookkeeper
Office Assistant
Facilities Manager
Facilities Assistant

Every Thursday
Tuesday, November 9
Tuesday, November 9
Sunday, November 14
Tuesday, November 16
Thursday, November 18
Sunday, November 21
Tuesday, November 23
Wednesday, December 1
Sunday, December 5

All Saints Sunday, Communion celebrated,
Choir sings after worship service on the patio
Choir Rehearsal, 7pm (contact Elizabeth Helms if interested)
Council Meeting, 7pm – Sanctuary
Men’s Monthly Breakfast, 8am – Danny’s Deli
Stewardship Sunday
ONA Meeting & Webinar, 3:30pm in Sanctuary
Drop-off Food, Book & Cool-weather Clothing, 9am-12n (see p. 5)
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, 3pm – Temple Beth Torah
Men’s Monthly Lunch, 11:30am – Main Street Steakhouse
RISE Meeting, 5:30p – Location TBD (No November meeting)
Alternative Christmas Market (see page 2)

Please continue to practice all COVID-19 guidelines and stay well.

Please help Church of the Foothills expand our digital reach by
subscribing to our church’s YouTube channel. When we reach 100
subscribers, we will be able to select a custom channel URL that
will be easier to remember. Click the following link to visit and
subscribe to our channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClo3OOHn-7rMvwhlk1SPOhQ

Church Office Hours:
Rev. John Forrest: Tues-Fri & Sunday
reverendjfdouglas@gmail.com
Craig: Mon, Wed & Fri 9a-2pm
admin@foothillschurchinventura.com
Marie: Mornings, 9am to 11am (days vary)
6279 Foothill Road, Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 644-3036
After-hour emergencies: (805) 228-4167
www.churchofthefoothills-ventura.org
Sower Editor: Linda Marsi

Recordings of our past services
can be found on our
Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/foothillsventura

or on our YouTube channel.
You will find previous editions
of the Sower on our website
under the “Church Life” tab.

Remember in Prayer
Sandy Case, Laurel Hewson, Janet Kessler,
Kelsey MacConell, Jan Osborne, Irma Plate, Bruce Strathearn,
Sharon Kamp (Sandy Artman’s twin sister),
Wally Balcerzak (Judi Balcerzak’s brother),
Judy Allen (Wendell & Denise Allen’s cousin),
Sarah Dinkler & family on passing of her aunt Trice Padecky
Together Women Rise (RISE): November Grantees:
Sunsar-Maya – Nepal
Bond Street Theater – Herat/Afghanistan

Pastor’s Column
Dear Church,
As I write this article, I’m looking out at the steady drizzle of our
first real rain of the season. In this time of drought, we are
reminded what a precious resource water is and what a blessing
this change in the weather really is. I’m sure we’re all praying for
more rainy days! If one of those rainy days falls on a Sunday, those who sit outside
will be invited into the Agora Room to participate in the service by watching the
livestream together. Doors will be opened to maximize the airflow and you’ll be
asked to wear a mask. As always, you can participate in the service via the livestream
on Facebook or YouTube.
As the rain signals the changing seasons, the end of October signals the transition
into a full and rich season of programming as a church. In other words, it’s about to
get busy here on our hillside!
On Sunday, November 7, we will celebrate All Saints Sunday. The year-plus since the
beginning of the pandemic has brought a significant amount of loss to our world and
to our church community. Many of those losses were unmarked by funerals or
memorial services. On Nov. 7, we will share in a moment of collectively marking the
impact of those losses. You’re invited to bring photos of “saints” in your life who
have passed on. We will use these images during the service.
On Sunday, November 14, we will be asked to consider the ways we offer our time,
talent, and treasure to support the work and ministry of Church of the Foothills in our
annual Stewardship Sunday.
On Sunday, November 21, all are invited to the annual Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service sponsored by Ventura Interfaith Ministerial Alliance (VIMA) at Temple Beth
Torah at 3pm. The service will take place outside this year. You won’t want to miss it.
November 28 will begin the Season of Advent. This year, we will consider how the
Advent and Christmas season hits “Close to Home.” Our services will include
beautiful poetry, art, and music and an amazing service led by the children on
December 19!
During this very-full season, I am full of gratitude for this creative, compassionate,
and resilient community.
Blessings,
John Forrest

COVID-19 Team Report
As we know, the best COVID-19 safeguards continue to
be: a) vaccination; b) masking; c) distancing; and
d) ventilation. Outside airflow has a big impact in
reducing transmission. We are continuing to leave the
doors and windows open even as we move into
fall/winter weather. Thank you for your continued
support as we protect the health of all.

Alternative Christmas Market
After church service on Sunday, December 5, the
Alternative Christmas Market will be coming your way.
So, enjoy a cup of coffee or tea and browse the tables
of goodies: our own Jim Word with his fabulous
handcrafted wooden bowls, Judi Balcerzak with her
unique jewelry, the Sunday School kids with their crafts,
and more! It will be outside on the patio so wear a warm
jacket, bring a hat, and wear your bells. If you have any
additional ideas or gifts, please contact Mardi Treanor by
text: (805) 901-9516. See you all there!

COTF Kids Collection
For the past two months, Pastor John Forrest challenged our
congregation’s children (& adults!) to collect personal hygiene
items to donate to the Arch – Mercy House’s Permanent
Shelter for our homeless. What started out as one blue
bucket grew into 22 plastic shopping bags full of toothpaste,
toothbrushes, shaving cream, soap, lotion, razors, & many
other hygiene items. Inger Smuts & her team are so grateful.
Thank you to our children and our entire congregation for
your generosity. You have made a significant difference in
the lives of our less fortunate neighbors.

November Birthdays
Natalie
Lois
Nate
Alberta
Anngret
Wendell
Valerie
Willie
Malia
Barbara
Monica
Sharon
Johnny
Stephen
Meg
John
Avery
Savannah

Spevak
McCampbell
Frazier
Word
Riley
Allen
Allison
Wagner
Banday
Niles
Macias
Groeneveld
Martinez
Billings
Perry
Piercy
Gilson
Allison

November 02
November 05
November 06
November 08
November 09
November 10
November 13
November 15
November 17
November 21
November 23
November 24
November 24
November 26
November 26
November 28
November 29
November 30

TOGETHER WOMEN RISE (or RISE)

(13 years old)

(15 years old)
(8 years old)

Wednesday, December 1, 5:30pm
Everyone welcome - New Guests, please contact Candace Reynolds.
Members await evite.

November Grantees
Featured:
Sunsar Maya
Women’s Literacy
Nepal
Sustained:
Bond Street Theater
Herat, Afghanistan

(5 years old)
(11 years old)

Please note: Tuni Wilbur’s birthday is October 13, not October 31
as erroneously printed in the October Sower.
Also, we missed including Iris Schulman’s birthday on October 31.

Happy Birthday to one & all from your church family!
If you have not given Craig Rhea your
birthday to include in the monthly
Sower, please provide it to him at:
admin@foothillschurchinventura.com

or 805.644.3036

Update on Church Projects in Uganda
The church has provided critical support to two projects in Uganda/Africa
through its small grants, and both are doing well. The Shower and Toilet
Facility on Myende Island is in full use and has enabled bigger efforts (as
hoped) to improve the local clinic and school. Good news. The Bulindi
Chimpanzee & Community Project has made even bigger strides. In just 6
years, it has grown into a holistic program helping with children’s
education, women’s businesses, water health and more; furnishing 3
million tree seedlings to people in 158 local villages and protecting local
chimpanzees. Best of all, those 3 million fast-growing trees are helping
regreen this critical wildlife corridor. Church of the Foothills has played a big
part with both projects, and it is making a difference!

Food Pantry November Requests
As a church, we participate in Project
Understanding’s Thanksgiving Dinner box drive.
However, if you would just like to donate a couple of
items, here is a list of their specific needs:
 Canned cranberry sauce
 Boxed or bagged stuffing
 Canned vegetables (any)
 Dinner rolls
 Boxed mashed potatoes
These can be dropped off during the regular
November Food and Clothing collection on the 3rd
Thursday of the month – November 18, 2021 – at
the church parking lot, from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm.

New Clothing Collection Guidelines
Several of our clothes donation sites are now out of
storage for clothing. For the next several months, here
are the more immediate needs:
 Gently-used adult size jackets, sweaters or coats
(including rain gear)
 New men’s or women’s cotton underwear or
cotton white sports socks
Hangers no longer needed by any organization.
Personal hygiene items are also in high demand at the
organizations that serve our homeless. These include:
 Travel size toothpaste, deodorant, shaving
cream, bar soap, shampoo, hand cream
 Toothbrushes
 Razors
 Tampons or other female hygiene products
Clothing and personal hygiene items donated to Mercy
House, Salvation Army, Family2Family, and One Stop as
requested. The November drive will be on Thursday,
November 18th , from 9:00 – 12:00 pm. Thank you!

Outreach & Benevolence
Thanksgiving Box Collection

FOOD SHARE VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY
Come one, come all… The holidays are
fast approaching, and we have another
opportunity to give back to our amazing
community. Food Share will be hosting
their 10th Annual CAN-Tree Drive in
Figueroa Plaza. The O & B Board will be
sponsoring a CAN-Tree and we “WANT
YOU” to help. A donation has been made
to Food Share to provide the cans
(pinto beans, peas, corn, peaches, pears,
etc.), all we must do is show up, build
the tree, and have fun!! The dates for
the event are December 9th – 11th
(various time slots), if you would be
interested in participating, please
contact Tuni Wilbur at 805.231.2484 or
twoknees@verizon.net. Additional
details including a date and time that
works best for all will be provided. Stay
tuned!!!
At the conclusion of this event the cans
are taken to Food Share to be sorted
and disbursed right here in Ventura
County. Giving back and having fun, you
don’t want to miss this!!

COTF will be participating in Project
Understanding’s Thanksgiving Dinner Box
Collection. This program provides
poverty-stricken clients with a festive
dinner that they could not otherwise
afford. Information and a sign-up sheet is
posted on the bulletin board outside the
church office.
There are multiple ways to participate:
1. Assemble a Thanksgiving Box (take
an ingredients list in pocket by
sign-up sheet). Bring entire box on
the Sunday prior to Thanksgiving
(November 21st); OR
2. Write a check for $40.00 made
payable to: Project Understanding
“Thanksgiving Dinner” written in
memo line. Drop checks in the
Offering Box outside Sanctuary or
church office; OR
3. Purchase needed food items
individually and donate during the
November Third Thursdays Food
Collection on November 18th.
These are their specific needs:
a. Canned cranberry sauce
b. Boxed or bagged stuffing
c. Canned vegetables (any)
d. Dinner rolls
e. Boxed mashed potatoes
Thank you for helping to feed our hungry
this Thanksgiving and bringing some joy to
our neighbors during the holiday season.

Neighbors in Need
A huge shout out and thanks for your generous donations for the United Church of Christ - Neighbors in Need special offering last
month. We raised $1,480.00! These funds will be used to support organizations and projects that are serving homeless and immigrant
neighbors and provides funding grants to UCC churches and organizations leading justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct
service projects in their communities.
We continue
be a giving
andFood
lovingShare
church
during a pivotal time for all!!
We’retoBack!
Group
Volunteering
Thank
You COTF!!
On Monday,
September 27th, several members of COTF

volunteered as a group for disaster box assembly at Food Share.
We filled 300 boxes in just over 1 hour. This is the first venture
back as a group for volunteering since the start of the Covid-19
pandemic.
If you are interested in COTF group volunteering opportunities,
check the O&B table after service on Sundays, or email or call
Denice Barr at dbarr49@sbcglobal.net or (805) 794-8616 OR Tuni
Wilbur at twoknees@verizon.net or (805) 231-2484.

A word from our Music Accompanist,
Karen MacConell:

A few folks have asked why we have been using the piano so
much lately. The piano has a special microphone to enable
sound outside and online. This was not a possibility for the old
organ. The new organ will have that capability when the newlyordered soundboard arrives, hopefully in December. In the
meantime, we will continue to rely on the piano for a good part
of the service so the live streaming will be effective.
We are blessed to still be able to "make a joyful noise unto the
Lord."

On a different note, Tuni captured this shot on a Thursday
evening and wanted folks to see how dedicated our choir is
during the pandemic & keeping within COVID requirements!
They sounded amazing!!

Men’s Book Study – New Book Starts November 4
Nominating Committee Needs Your Help
For almost two years, it’s been anything but
business as usual. But, despite the challenges,
you have responded by your willingness to
serve our church. We are so grateful for your
generosity and want you to know you are
appreciated even though we may not have
expressed it enough.
It’s time now to look to the new year and the
need to keep the business of the church
moving forward through service on our
boards. Many people have extended their
service well beyond the terms of our bylaws,
and because of this, many of our boards are
going to have several vacancies.
The Nominating Committee: Candace
Reynolds (Chair), Sandy Artman and Valerie
Husbands, have already started the process of
reaching out to you regarding Board service.
In fact, you may have already received a call.
Please consider saying “Yes!” to the
opportunity to serve when you are contacted.
You can also reach out to us at these
numbers:
Candace Reynolds – 661-205-1023
Sandy Artman – 805-890-8847
Valerie Husbands – 805-256-0068
Thank you so much for your help.
~Sandy Artman

Thursday night men’s book study is excited to announce they will be starting a
new book by Father Gregory Boyle. The Whole Language – The Power of
Extravagant Tenderness, just released on October 19th. Fr. Boyle has
previously written “Tattoos on the Heart” and “Barking to the Choir”.
Over the past thirty years, Greg has transformed thousands of lives though his
work as the founder of Homeboy Industries, the largest and most successful
gang-intervention program in the world. The Whole Language shows how, in a
community struggling to overcome systemic poverty and violence, those at
Homeboy Industries fight despair and remain generous, hopeful, and tender.
The group will start gathering to read and discuss the book November 4th in the
church library. Thursday nights, 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM. Sign-up sheet on the
patio bulletin board - or just show up. If you have questions contact Steve
Treanor, Lou Vigorita, Dennis Powers, Dan Widney, Jack Hewson, Russ
Black, Wendell Allen or Paul Bujold.
We will have a number of these books available at the upcoming Alternative
Christmas. If you would like to read the work of this amazing man, you can
preorder the book on the church bulletin board starting early November. All
the proceeds from the sale of these books via the Alternative Christmas will be
directed to the church for special needs. This is a wonderful gift and a great
way to support both Homeboy and the mission of Church of the Foothills. The
current hardback price is $26.

Outreach & Benevolence Grants
Each year the church budgets
resources to support local and
global organizations that advocate
for life sustaining needs,
empowerment/enhancement of
human dignity, or structural change
to promote long-term social and
economic justice.
Grant applications are now being
accepted for 2022. If you know of
an organization whose mission falls
within our criteria (or you would like
more information) please download
the application and overview from
the following link:
https://www.churchofthefoothillsventura.org/ministries
Grant applications may also be
obtained by emailing Julie Huffman
(julieannhuffman@gmail.com)
All grant requests must be
submitted by 11:00 a.m. on
Monday, November 29, 2021, to be
considered.

Interfaith Build
On October 23, several of our COTF members volunteered to help build some housing units
in Port Hueneme with Habitat for Humanity of Ventura County. This was Habitat’s first
Interfaith Build and there was representation from other churches in the effort.
Habitat is responding to the housing crisis in Ventura County and commits to faithfully build
a world where everyone has a decent place to call home.
Stay tuned for more COTF volunteer opportunities with Habitat!

Saturday’s Team at Port Hueneme pictured above:
Denice Barr, Kim Mina, Eleanor Wilson, Russell Black and Steve Honda (not pictured)

ONA Webinar on Tuesday, November 16th
There will be an ONA meeting starting at 3:30pm in the sanctuary.
We can then watch the webinar as a group.

