
 

 
 

 

Statement of Faith from Rich Deamer 
 
In my role and vocation as a child and adolescent 
psychiatrist for the past 43 years, I have 
seen and experienced the positive impact of 
attachment and bonding behavior in thousands of 
families with whom I have interfaced. The 
documentary, “Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood” in 
theaters currently, is well worth seeing since Fred 
Rogers, points to the same phenomenon, when 
he suggests the arc of being human can be 
defined, in one sense of the word, by the 
presence of love… or the absence of it. 
 
Christian fellowship depends on the presence of 
love, one of the reasons my wife Ann and I 
were so moved by the outpouring of loving 
support in our church as we were grieving the 
loss of our home in the Thomas Fire.  You 
probably know the story by now… 700 homes 
were lost in the 
Ventura area, the fire hopscotching around in a 
seemingly random manner while being driven 
by 60 MPH winds from the Santa Paula 
area.  Our house went up in five minutes, from 
one observer’s perspective.  Forty three years of 
our lives gone in five explosive moments, with 
only twenty minutes to gather important papers 
and belongs before the conflagration arrived on 
our doorstep. 
 
Our Church of the Foothills, one of many in the 
UCC system, survived relatively unscathed but 
ten families on our church family, shared the 
same fate as Ann and I.  I am sure that at one 
time we were all asking “Why me?”  The answer 
to that is “Why not me?” and with the loving 
fellowship I found with my Christian brothers and 
sisters at UCC, I am at peace with the 
disaster and how it changed me for the better. 
 
Rich Deamer 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Moderator Book Pick: 
 

Nature and the Human Soul fashions a 
template for a more mature, fulfilling, 

and purposeful life - and a better 
world.  This is a book for anyone 

interested in finding a path to soul-
based living. 

 
 

What is a 5 for 5 church? 
A church that contributes to: Our 
Church’s Wider Mission and the 
following four Special Mission Offerings: 
One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen 
The Church, Neighbors In Need and The 
Christmas Fund. 
UCC Special Mission Offerings (SMOs) four 
special offerings collected each year. These 
“SMOs allow a common witness and make a 
collective positive impact.” 
One Great Hour of Sharing - these monies 
support those affected by natural disasters, 
war, systemic poverty or other injustices. 
Specifically they assist families around the 
world needing food, water, shelter, health care 
and comfort. 
Strengthen the Church. These monies 
support the expansion and growth of UCC 
ministry and local congregations through the 
development of 
◦ new churches 
◦ new ideas in existing churches 
◦ youth and young adult programs within UCC 
Neighbors in Need one-third supports the 
Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM) 
and two-thirds administered by Justice and 
Witness Ministries to support a variety of justice 
initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service 
projects through grants. 
The Christmas Fund provide direct financial 
assistance to retired and active UCC authorized 
ministers and lay employees and their surviving 
spouses, including pension and health premium 
supplementation, emergency assistance, and 
Christmas thank-you checks. 

 

COF 2018 
5 FOR 5 COLLECTIONS 

 
One Great Hour of Sharing $1045  
Strengthen the Church $965 contributed  
Neighbors in Need First Sunday of Oct. 
as part of World Communion 
The Christmas Fund This offering is 
received on the Sunday before Christmas. 
Our Church’s Wider Mission $2000 
contributed from the O & B Budget 
 



Wendy	9	months 

Spotlight on Uganda  
 
The Uganda Myende Toilet and Shower Facility was a project enthusiastically supported by our 
congregation as evidenced by many traveling volunteers, direct donations and an allocation of $2450 
from a 2017 Outreach and Benevolence (O&B) Grant. 
 
Nancy Merrick and Gary Lairmore recently visited Myende to celebrate the "handover" of the Toilet and 
Shower Facility to the community, complete with dancers, drummers and ribbon-cutting. The structure is 
painted, faucets, showers, and toilets are hooked up and water lines have been run to the facility. 
However, like most collaborative and complicated projects, there have been a few delays in getting it 
open. The Water Committee at Myende is working to repair some leaks in the water pipes, and moving a 
water tank closer to the facility; improvements that will ensure better operations in the future. 
 

The O&B Board is committed to additional investments in the facility in subsequent years, which could include a future solar lighting 
project for safety and security. Meanwhile, in recognition of the O&B practice to allocate @ 20% of its benevolence grants to global 
projects, a 2018 grant of $2000 was allocated to another Uganda project: the Bulindi Chimp & Community Project. 
 
This stellar project is beginning its 4th year, serving the environment, improving human livelihoods, and saving wild chimpanzees 
living near people. By directly covering the sizable annual tuition school fees for their children, local forest owners would are 
compensated to not cut and sell their last remaining trees (their watershed). This is a financial benefit to local youth who can continue 
their studies at all levels, and it stems the loss of last bits of forest that are absolutely critical to a community of 35-40 chimps. Private 
elementary school costs $50 per child for a year. Annual secondary school 
tuition is $250 for school, uniforms, and books. Vocational school and trainings such as to become a nurse, electrician, or teacher 
varies from $500 to $1000 per year. Our O&B grant is leveraged with other grant funding to make every dollar count in ways thatare 
remarkable. 
 
This exemplary project will be featured in a National Geographic article in October.                                                                                   

                                												


