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Church of the 
Foothills 
May 2019 
Sower 

Calendar 

MAY 2019 
 

Every Sunday (830am) and every Friday (10am) - Book Study                                
Every Wednesday (6pm) – Men’s Book Study                                                             
Every Thursday (7pm) – Choir Practice 

    
   Sunday                         5 Communion Sunday                                                                                                   

   Sunday                       12 Happy Mother’s Day! 

    Board Meeting after church 

   Tuesday  14 Men’s Breakfast Group, Danny’s Deli, 8am 

   Saturday  18 Ladies’ Lunch Group, Le Petit Bakery & Café, 11:30am 

   Sunday  19         Council Meeting after church         

   Tuesday  21 Dining For Women – Candace Reynold’s home, 6pm   

   Thursday   23 Food Share, Noon to 2pm 

   Sunday  26 Card Signing after church 

   Monday  27 Memorial Day 

   Tuesday  28 Men’s Lunch Group, Main Street Steakhouse, Noon 

    

 

    

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Church Office Hours: 

Craig: Mon, Wed, Friday, 9am to 2pm 
admin@foothillschurchinventura.com 

Marie: Tuesday – Friday, 9am to 11am 

6279 Foothill Road, Ventura, CA  93003 
(805) 644-3036 

After-hour emergencies: 805-420-7748 

Website: 
www.churchofthefoothills-ventura.org 

 

Church Staff & Leadership 

Elizabeth Helms  Music Director 
Karen MacConell          Accompanist 
Craig Rhea  Office Administrator 
Marie Stauffer               Bookkeeper 
Judi Balcerzak                Moderator 
John Martin  Pastor Emeritus 
Lena Martinez               Office Assistant 
Jim Harris             Facilities Manager 
Johnny Martinez             Facilities Assistant 

  

 

FOOD SHARE Dates 
Th. May 23, Noon-2pm 

Wed. June 19, 1230-230pm 

 
 

 

 

 
Our next card signing will be  

Sunday, May 26th  
after service 

 

For our card creators:  
WE NEED MORE GROUP HUG CARDS!! 

Anyone willing to assemble these dear cards, 
please call Cheryl Bruckner  

805-701-4653 

http://churchofthefoothills-ventura.org/
http://churchofthefoothills-ventura.org/


   New Minister Called! 
Judi Balcerzak, Chair, Pastoral Search Committee 

 

 
 
Our Pastor-Elect, John Forrest Douglas, will begin his ministry with us July 19. We look forward 
to welcoming him and his husband, Ben. The weekend of candidacy was an exciting one, filled 
with meaningful conversations and good food. Pastor John Forrest led us in a spirit-filled worship 
service on 3/31, delivering a very good sermon and presiding over communion. After, the 
congregation voted by an overwhelming majority to call him to ministry with us.  Over the next 
few months, Pastor John Forrest will be finishing his ministry at the UCC church in Long Beach as 
he and Ben prepare for relocation to our fair community. A formal “installation service” will be 
held in the Fall when everyone returns from summer travels. Special thanks to all those involved 
in identifying, screening, interviewing, recommending, and calling this wonderful young man.  A 
special thank you, to those involved in preparing and serving food for all the events of the 
weekend. Special thanks, also, to Rev. Jonipher Kwong for his sustaining ministry until Pastor 
John Forrest arrives in July. Bringing his wisdom, his kindness, and a keen sense of humor, Pastor 
Jonipher has given generously of his time and talent. He has been a blessing to Church of the 
Foothills during our extended time of transition. Watch this space for updates. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DINING FOR WOMEN 
Our next dinner will be at Candace Reynold’s home. Please contact 
Candace or Linda Marsi for information. We are totally excited to 

share DFW’s mission. A snapshot from last month’s meal together.  

 
 

  
 

Featured Grantee for May 
Afghanistan 

 

The Razia Jan Institute 
This project will train 

young, talented students 
to become midwives 

A Note from our Sustaining Pastor 

 
When the Worship Committee came up with the themes 
in late February, little did we know how appropriate 
"Death, Grief, and Resurrection" was for our theme in 
April. We said goodbye to a few of our friends in this 
congregation and celebrated their life and legacy, which 
continues to live on in our hearts and minds. May expands 
on that legacy by talking about memory. How can we mine 
the richness of history and by looking back, how can we 
look forward at the same time? We will end with hope—
no, not the whimsical, shallow optimistic kind, but a deep 
and abiding hope. How we need it during these bleak 
times. We’ll also be exploring how we can share this hope 
with others through the act of evangelism. Can I get an 
amen? 
 

Some of you have inquired about the readings I’ve been 
using for my sermon. First and foremost is my favorite 
poet, Mary Oliver, who passed away in January  
this year. “When Death Comes,” “The Summer Day," and 
“In Blackwater Woods” are three of my favorites. I’ve 
also quoted Diana Butler Bass in her book “Christianity 
After Religion: The End of Church and the Birth of a New 
Spiritual Awakening.” And my favorite professor in 
seminary, Marjorie Suchocki wrote “In God’s Presence: 
Theological Reflections on Prayer.” If you’re ready for 
dense, 301 level stuff, “God Christ Church: A Practical 
Guide to Process Theology” is a good one. Be prepared 
to read everything at least three times though. I hope 
you enjoy diving deeper into your faith journey. 
 

Blessings, Rev. Jonipher 
 

Sustained Grantee for May 
Velingara,Senegal  

 

Gr andmot her  
Pr o j ec t :  Fea tu r ed  
(2015 ) ,  Sus ta i ned  

(2019 -2021 )  
  

  



 

 
   

 
 

 
Care for the Environment 

 

On Sunday, 4/28 Nancy Merrick and Scott Marsi repeated 
the Carbon Footprint Workshop, for those interested in 
finding out how they are doing in the effort to limit global 
climate change to non-disastrous levels. The workshop 

included a brief presentation of the state of global climate 
change, and individualized carbon footprint calculations 
using online tools. Have you and your family members 

made any of the changes listed here? 
 
 

19 things you can do to reduce your carbon footprint for less than $25 
  

Action Pounds of CO2 Equivalent 
Saved per Year 

Turn off lights in unused rooms 380 

Replace your 10 most-used lights 
with energy-efficient LED or CFL 
bulbs 

1800 

Replace your halogen lamp with a 
compact fluorescent one 

475 

Light your Christmas tree with LED 
lights rather than incandescent bulbs 

122 

Unplug and recycle your 
2ndrefrigerator 

2500 

Line dry your clothes in the summer 780 

Run dishwasher only with full load 
and use energy-saving setting 

200 

Use a manual push mower 80 

Adjust your thermostat 2 degrees 
warmer in the Summer and cooler in 
the winter 

500 

Clean or replace your air filters as 
recommended 

175 

Install programmable thermostats to 
automate temps 

600 

Caulk and weather-strip around doors 
and windows 

1350 

Wash clothes only in cold or warm 
water 

500 

Install low-flow shower heads to use 
less hot water 

300 

Install faucet aerators 40 

Wrap your water heater in an 
insulating jacket 

1000 

Replace a car trip with walking, 
biking, carpooling or mass transit 
once per week 

1000 

Check your car tire inflation monthly 
to increase fuel efficiency 

250 

Change your vehicle’s air filter 
according to the owner’s manual 
instructions 

200 

To calculate your carbon footprint, go to https://www.epa.gov/energy. 

https://www.epa.gov/energy


                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                           
 
 

  

FROM TRUSTEES: 
 

Church Property Inventory and Planning 
 

There are many great ideas being shared on how we can 
make the most of how we use our property on the hill.  The 
Trustees are committed to creating a professional systematic 
approach to all improvement ideas. 
   

Trustees are starting with four primary focuses for the 
inventory effort:   

 Church Structure & Community Use of Facilities 

 Landscape & Memorial Garden 

 Playground 

 Carbon Footprint Analysis 
 

Two trustees will lead each of the four groups.  Participation 
of the congregation is welcomed and encouraged. Please 
call or email Karen Musser, 805.895.3958, 
kmusserrealtor@gmail.com 
 

 

From O&B - 2019 Ventura Homeless Count 
 

A Few Major Facts Obtained from the 2019 Homeless Count: 
 

 There are 1,669 persons designated as homeless in Ventura.  
Although a portion of this population may be termed as 
sheltered, their housing is a temporary situation. 

 The 1,669 number represents a 438 person increase from 2018 

 The city of Ventura had the most homeless with 555 and 
Oxnard second with 548 

 68 of the homeless were between the ages of 18-24 and 622 
between the ages of 35-54 

 28% of the homeless population counted said that their 
homelessness was due to chronic health problems, 28% 
reported mental health issues and 32% physical disabilities 
 

See more in-depth facts on the homeless in Ventura County -   
http://www.venturacoc.org/images/VC_2018_Homeless_Count_and_
Survey_Final_Report.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 

 
   New Ministry Opportunity 

 
 

We continue our Quarters Ministry for the benefit of 
Laundry Love 

Laundry Love partners with groups and local laundromats in 
cleaning clothes and linens of low-income or no-income 

families and individuals. The laundromat is a place where 
strangers become friends, people are known by name, hope 

is hustled, and the worth of every human being is 
acknowledged and celebrated. 

 
Drop your spare two bits in the jar at the Outreach table. If 

you wish to find out more about volunteering, contact                                                 
Scott Marsi, scott.marsi@gmail.com. 

 

 

 
A note from Stewardship 

We are grateful for the many ways that the congregation 
has supported our church during these months of 

transition. Generous pledges were made during the 
Stewardship Campaign last November, and these pledges 
are being received each month. In addition, many of you 

have given several hours of your time and talents to 
support our church community.   

Many thanks from your Stewardship Committee 
Jim Bruckner, Nancy Merrick and Candace Reynolds 

  

mailto:kmusserrealtor@gmail.com
http://www.venturacoc.org/images/VC_2018_Homeless_Count_and_Survey_Final_Report.pdf
http://www.venturacoc.org/images/VC_2018_Homeless_Count_and_Survey_Final_Report.pdf
https://laundrylove.org/
mailto:scott.marsi@gmail.com


 
 

  

 

Easter Lilies 
Thank you to those who made donations for our beautiful Easter Lilies. The lilies in the sanctuary Easter 

morning were stunning. They were purchased with your generous donations. Funds in excess will be donated 
to O&B to further their outreach.   

Scott & Linda Marsi   for fathers Leo Hashiguchi and Ken Marsi 
Dennis Powers    for Erma Powers 
Barbara Niles    for Bill Niles 
Kathy Sisson    In Memory Of Anne Graumlich 
Sandy Artman    In Memory of her parents 
Anngret Riley    In Memory of Robert Riley 
Karen MacConell   In Memory of Mrs. Gerry Hair 
Amy Schroller             In Memory of parents Clinton & Phyllis Garbs, sister Pam Garbs and    

husband Drew Schroller 
Laura Gulovsen    In Memory of mothers Violet Reeder and Edna Wisley                                                                                                                                                                       
Cheryl Bruckner    for Jefferson Adam                                                                                                                               
Justin Frazier    In Memory of Lenore Daninhirsch                                                                                                   
Steve & Denise Barr   In Memory of mothers Joan Rose & Ruth Barr                                                                              
Janet Kessler    In Memory of parents Masao & Lily Yoshida                                                                                                     
Scott & Sharon Groeneveld  In Memory of parents Norm & June and Hal & Louise                                                                   
Julie Huffman    for Shirley Huffman                                                                                                                                       
Lynn Weitzel    for Norm                                                                                                                                               
Betsy Chess    for Dick                                                                                                                                                      
Fay Campbell    for Jay                                                                                                                                                   
Nancy Merrick    In Memory of Evea Merrick                                                                                                                 
Joan Egeris    for Joseph Gholson                                                                                                                                   
Radell Mitchell    for Bruce Mitchell                                                                                                                                     
Jane Andersen and Lori & Tami  In Memory of Norm Andersen                                                                                                                    
Steve & Mardi Treanor   for Walter Treanor, Mollie & Leon Poupeney                                                                                                     
Craig Rhea    In Memory of Barbara & Tom Rhea 
Sandy & Roger Case   In Memory of John Zimmer and our parents     
 

 

What the Bible Says – and Doesn’t 
Say – About Homosexuality 

Upcoming Workshop 

Margaret Seawell 

How is it that loving, well-meaning 
people can read the same Bible 
passage and come away with very 
different interpretations of its 
meaning? Part of the answer lies in 
early teachings we’ve received about 
the Bible, part in our own 
understanding and experience of the 
Bible, and part in how church leaders 
for nearly 2000 years have used the 
Bible. At the request of COTF church 
leadership, Rev. Jonipher Kwong will 
lead workshop participants in 
discussions of how we read and 
understand the Bible, the passages on 
homosexuality in particular. The 
workshop will take place on two 
consecutive Sundays after church,  
June 9 and June 16. We will start with 
an overview of how the Bible can be 
and has been interpreted and move 
more specifically to the passages 
relevant to homosexuality. The second 
session will also address Old and New 
Testament passages about how we are 
to treat one another more broadly. 
This workshop will provide a rich 
opportunity to study the Bible in the 
spirit of loving fellowship that COTF 
always seeks to provide its members 
and friends. 
 
 



 

COTF COUNCIL VOTES TO BEGIN OPEN AND AFFIRMING DISCERNMENT PROCESS 
 

At our last Church Council meeting, the Council voted unanimously to begin a discernment process to determine whether Church of the 
Foothills is ready to become an Open and Affirming (ONA) congregation.  LGBT people of faith often experience emotional and spiritual injury 
in churches that condemn their capacity to love and seek love.  A public welcome by an ONA church sends a clear message to LGBT people 
that they have a home in the United Church of Christ, and that Church of The Foothills is a place of welcome to all, where every person is 
valued.  As Saint Paul instructed the early Church, “Accept one another, just as Christ has accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.” 
(Romans 15:7)  
 

WHAT IS ONA?  Open and Affirming (ONA) is a designation for congregations and other settings in the United Church of Christ that publicly 
affirm lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people, welcoming them fully into the life and ministry of the church. 
   

WHAT IS AN ONA DISCERNMENT PROCESS?  The discernment process makes clear the wishes of the congregation following a period of study 
and dialogue. It is a time when all are asked to express their questions, problems and concerns regarding whether our church should become 
an ONA congregation, and to have them acknowledged and addressed.  There is no pre-conceived outcome. 
 

HOW DOES IT WORK?  A core team of people involved in church leadership is formed to develop an understanding of our Church’s unique 
culture and to develop a plan to guide us through the discernment process.  This team will engage with the congregation individually to 
ensure that all feel respected, safe and included in the process. The team is supported by resources from the UCC Open and Affirming 
Coalition, our Sustaining Pastor and, once he arrives, our new Pastor. 
  

Once the core team has developed a thorough understanding of our questions and concerns and developed a plan to make certain that they 
are addressed, the team is expanded to include more interested people from the congregation.  This expanded task force implements a 
formalized plan and makes adjustments as needed.  Through dialogue, bible study, book study, films, surveys and other tools our 
congregation will learn about inclusiveness, the Bible’s relationship with homosexuality, and have an opportunity to have our questions and 
concerns expressed, respectfully heard and addressed.  
  

At the end of the discernment process everyone in the congregation should have had a chance to express themselves and to have our 
questions and concerns asked and addressed.  If the task force feels that the will of the congregation is to proceed to become an Open and 
Confirming congregation, they will draft an ONA covenant.  The church membership will then vote on whether to accept this covenant.  If 
accepted, COTF will register with the UCC Open and Affirming Coalition and join over 1200 UCC churches as a formally Open and Affirming 
Church.  The UCC then identifies us as an ONA church on their website and in other resources.  
 

For more information about Open and Affirming Congregations in the United Church of Christ, go to www.openandaffirming.org/ona  
 

http://www.openandaffirming.org/ona

