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Church of the 
Foothills 

March 2019 
Sower 

Calendar 

MARCH 2019 
Every Sunday (830am) and every Friday (10am) - Book Study                                

Every Wednesday (6pm) – Men’s Book Study                                                             

Every Thursday (7pm) – Choir Practice 

   Sunday  3 Communion Sunday                                                                                                           

    Care Team Card Signing – Agora room after church 

   Friday  8 Dining For Women (DFW) special event – Cal Lutheran Church 

   Sunday  10 Board Meetings after church 

   Tuesday  12 Men’s Breakfast Group, Danny’s Deli, 8am     

   Saturday  16 Women’s Lunch, Danny’s Deli, Telegraph Rd, 11:30a 

   Sunday  17         Council Meeting – after church                                                                           
                            Crop Walk 

   Tuesday  26 Men’s Lunch Group, Main Street Steakhouse, 12noon 

   Wednesday  27 FoodShare, 12:30-2:30pm 

   Saturday              30  Potluck and Meet & Greet with Pastoral Candidate, 12:30-2:30pm 

   Sunday  31         Pastoral Candidate Preaching                                                                                    
                             One Great Hour of Sharing Sunday 

    

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Church Office Hours: 

Craig: Mon, Wed, Friday, 9am to 2pm 
admin@foothillschurchinventura.com 

Marie: Tuesday – Friday, 9am to 11am 

6279 Foothill Road, Ventura, CA  93003 
(805) 644-3036 

After-hour emergencies: 805-420-7748 

www.churchofthefoothills-ventura.org 
 

Church Staff & Leadership 

Elizabeth Helms  Music Director 
Karen MacConell          Accompanist 
Craig Rhea  Office Administrator 
Marie Stauffer               Bookkeeper 
Steve Treanor                Moderator 
John Martin  Pastor Emeritus 
Lena Martinez               Office Assistant 
Jim Harris             Facilities Manager 
Johnny Martinez             Facilities Assistant 

 
 

Next FoodShare Dates  

Wed. March 27 – 12:30p – 2:30p 

Th. April 25 – Noon – 2pm 

 

Save the Date 

Mark your calendars now 

For our new Pastor Candidate 

Weekend, March 30-31 

 

 

 

http://churchofthefoothills-ventura.org/
http://churchofthefoothills-ventura.org/


 

Pastor Search Committee Updates                                                                                                                                               

March 2019 

Judi Balcerzak, Chair, Pastor Search Committee 

We have narrowed our search and have entered into a candidacy agreement with someone whom we like very much. 

He will be here at Church of the Foothills the weekend of March 30 & 31. On 3-30, from 12:30p – 2:30pm, we’ll hold a congregational 

question and answer session along with a potluck. Potluck sign-ups will be posted on our Bulletin Board. Our candidate will serve in the 

pulpit on Sunday, March 31, delivering the sermon and presiding over the worship service. After church, the congregation will vote to call 

this minister to service. The congregation has the final say about this call.   

Assuming the congregation votes in favor of calling our candidate, he will sign our call agreement immediately after the service. As 

explained in previous posts, most ministers’ contracts require a minimum of a 90-day notice for leaving a position. Add all this together 

and we can expect to have our new pastor called and settled by mid- to late-July. 

In addition to his calming presence and wisdom, our candidate is strong in all the priority areas outlined in the 2018 Church Profile: 

 Pastoral Care 

 Preaching 

 Faith Formation 

 Work with Children and Youth 

 Progressive Theology 

 Commitment to Social Justice 

 Interfaith Collaboration Experience 

 Administration 

 Enthusiasm for Ministry 

 Skills and Caring for Older Congregational Members, i.e., most of our congregation! 
 

We will enjoy the arrival of Rev. Dr. Jonipher Kwong, beginning Sunday February 24. Rev. Kwong will be with us until the end of June with 

only a few Sundays away. We are so fortunate that many congregational members have stepped up to serve in a variety of capacities 

during our interim. Special thanks to members who have facilitated worship and preached sermons. What a testament to the maturity 

and resilience of our congregation. 

Blessings! From Your Pastor Search Committee. 

 



 

 

 

A New Sustaining Pastor 

 

While it was sad to see our good friend Reverend Joan Ishibashi leave us to return to her home in London, she did leave us 

with a gift that will sustain us for months to come.  Joan introduced us to her long-time friend Dr. Reverend Jonipher Kwong.  

Before her departure, Joan reached out to Jonipher to see if he could help us find her replacement and during the discussion, 

Jonipher realized he might like to come alongside us.  Conversations with church leadership followed and before we knew it, 

we had a contract with him to serve as our Sustaining Pastor through June. 

Reverend Kwong comes to us with not only Rev. Ishibashi’s glowing recommendation but also the highest of 

recommendations from our UCC Conference Minister Libby Tigner.  He is a graduate of UC Santa Barbara and Claremont 

School of Theology.  He worked with Joan while they were both in ministry in Hawaii. He was ordained in the Metropolitan 

Community Church and his faith journey includes Evangelical Protestant and a strong Mennonite and Methodist foundation.  

He has a full-time job with his Unitarian Universalist Association’s Pacific Western Region and will be working part-time for us 

as we continue our transition to our new Pastoral Leadership.  Jonipher will be traveling to Ventura on the weekends to 

support our transition and lead our Sunday services.  A worship committee has been formed to work with and support his 

time with us. 

Jonipher comes to us after an extensive and at times frustrating effort to find someone to pastor us through the coming 

months.  He visited us January 20th and met with the Pastor Parish Committee and received unanimous Council approval at a 

special February Council Meeting.  We are thrilled to have him come alongside us and welcome his willingness to share his 

gifts, talents and time to help us.  We are very fortunate to have him with us. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DINING FOR WOMEN 

DFW is a global giving circle dedicated to transforming lives and 

eradicating poverty among women and girls in the developing world. 

Through member education and engagement, as well as the power of 

collective giving, Dining for Women funds grassroots organizations that 

empower women and girls and promote gender equity.  

Special nationwide event taking place for March.  

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

 
Friday March 8 

Each year, Dining for Women recognizes International Women’s Day with our “Biggest 
Chapter Meeting of the Year”. This virtual meeting links DFW chapters and members 

across the U.S. The event is broadcast live and recorded for on demand viewing. 

Our 2019 Event 
Women as Agents of Change 

See diningforwomen.org for details 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Featured Grantee for March  
                         

                           
            

Her Future Coalition 
To provide shelter, education, and employment to 

survivors of gender violence 
Featured: March 2019 

Location: India 

 

https://diningforwomen.org/programs/maji-safi-group/
https://diningforwomen.org/programs/maji-safi-group/
https://diningforwomen.org/programs/maji-safi-group/


 

 

 
   

 
 

Care for the Environment 
 

On Sunday, 2/24 Nancy Merrick and Scott Marsi hosted 
a Carbon Footprint Workshop. They plan to repeat in 

March for those who were unable to attend on 2/24 but are 
still interested in finding out how they are doing in the effort 
to limit global climate change to non-disastrous levels. The 

workshop will include a brief presentation of the state of 
global climate change, and individualized carbon footprint 
calculations using online tools. If there is interest, a follow-
up workshop on actions that we as individuals can take to 
limit our carbon footprints and be a part of the solution to 

global climate change. 
 

Interested? Contact Scott Marsi, 609 713-0254. 
 

 

Women's Lunch  

Sat. March 16 11:30  

Danny's Deli 

3263 Telegraph Rd., 

Ventura 

CARE CARD 

SIGNING 

Sunday March 3 

after church 

800+Walks 

  

$8,300,000+raised 

  

87,000+ 

Impressive stats above for 2018’s Crop Walk 

Sponsor sign-ups should be coming real soon! 

Check out their website          

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/ 

 

ANNUAL STATS FOR 2018 

800+Walks 

  

$8,300,000+raised 

  

87,000+ 



                                                                                                                                                          

One Great Hour of Sharing 

 

**Special Mission Offering:  One Great Hour of Sharing coming 

Sunday, March 31st ** 

Our church is a “5 for 5” church which indicates our support to UCC’s 

Wider Mission and the four Special Mission Offerings.  One Great 

Hour of Sharing is one of those special mission offerings. 

This offering will be collected on Sunday, March 31st during our 

regular offering time.  One Great Hour of Sharing provides assistance 

to families around the world needing food, water, shelter, health care 

and comfort. Your gift can be placed in the special offering envelopes 

or you can write the name of the offering (OGHOS) in the memo line 

of your check. 

When you give through One Great Hour of Sharing to those who 

suffer from natural disasters, war, or systemic poverty, you let them 

know:  You are here for them.  Your gifts join others to lift people out 

of poverty, restore their dignity and fight injustice.  Thank you for 

your generous heart toward those in need. 

 

Update from Deacons 
 
Each year the Deacons collect donations for the 
purchase of Poinsettias at Christmas and Lilies at 
Easter. The collection is used to purchase the flowers for 
the sanctuary, but your generous contributions tend to 
be greater than the cost of flowers. After expenses, there 
was $75.00 remaining from our Poinsettia collection. The 
Deacons elected to add an additional $125.00 to those 
funds and contribute a total of $200.00 to Outreach and 
Benevolence. 
 
Ushers and Greeters Needed 
 
It is always such a joy to be greeted at the door of the 
church on Sunday morning. Have you ever wondered 
how to be one of the smiling, warm hearted (and 
handed) people greeting folks? How about passing the 
plate? We are collecting the names of potential Greeters 
and Ushers to share the fun. Please contact the Church 
Office or see the signup on the bulletin board. 

 

 

 

In support of Gold Coast Choir Concert 

 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 
THE ROAD NOT TAKEN 

Saturday March 16, 2019 at 2:00 pm 
*ONE PERFORMANCE ONLY* 
St. Columba’s Episcopal Church 
1251 Las Posas Road, Camarillo 

 

 

 

Meet & Greet Potluck 

Saturday, March 30, 12:30-2:30pm 

http://goldcoastchorus.org/ticket/

